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4th Sunday of Lent 19th March 2023

Reflection: “Listen to him” (Mt 17:5). If we cannot always attend Mass, let us study its
daily biblical readings, even with the help of the internet. In addition to the Scriptures, the Lord
speaks to us through our brothers and sisters, especially in the faces and the stories of those
who are in need. Pope Francis

Please take the newsletter home with you

Gospel Reflection: Jn. 9:1 - 41 12th March

Key phrases to focus on: inner blindness, Jesus the
light, faith is seeing the light, faith is relationship,
faith is discipleship. Jesus criticised the Jewish
leaders for their blindness. ‘Surely we are not blind’
they asked. They rejected him despite all their
knowledge of the Old Testament. Religious
knowledge about Jesus is of little value. It’s more
important to know the teacher than his teaching. This
presents the homilist with a challenge to preach Christ
– a relationship with him. This will bear fruit in
discipleship – the ultimate goal of preaching. The
early Church leaders too were blind, asking, ‘Who
sinned, this man or his parents?” They believed that
sickness was punishment for sinning. Many still
believe this today and live in fear of God. Jesus took
the initiative healing the blind man. He, not us, took
the initiative loving us. The major point today is
inner healing, insight, conversion, awakening,
enlightenment, coming to faith, coming to a
relationship with Jesus, and coming to discipleship.
Relationship, not knowledge, precedes discipleship.
John presents faith as a relationship, not knowledge.
Phrases like ‘coming to Jesus’, ‘putting one’s faith in
Jesus‘ is to believe in Jesus. Faith, in different
expressions, is mentioned ninety-nine times in his
Gospel; always as a verb, never as a noun. Faith is
movement, on a journey with Christ as his
companion, in a growing relationship that is never
complete. Faith that does not lead to discipleship is
not faith. A disciple never fully answers Jesus’
question: ‘Who do you say that I am?’ ‘All
relationships,’ writes Karl Rahner, ‘are unending
symphonies.’ Enlightened by an encounter with
Jesus, the blind man became his disciple. A paradigm
shift from knowledge to discipleship is urgently
needed. Nobody describes faith as relationship and
discipleship better than Pope Benedict XVI:

Being a Christian is not the result of an ethical choice
or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a

person, which gives life a new horizon and a decisive
direction.

Sean Smith, Intercom

Pope Francis’ March prayer intention:
For victims of abuse

In his prayer intention for March 2023, Pope Francis
prays for victims of abuse, and says the Church must
serve as a model of safeguarding and must offer safe
spaces for victims.
“In response to cases of abuse, especially those
committed by members of the Church, it is not enough
to ask for forgiveness,”
In his message, he insists that victims must be the
protagonists of a response to abuse, saying that “their
pain and psychological wounds can begin to heal if
they find answers – if there are concrete actions to
repair the horrors they have suffered and to prevent
them from happening again.”
Pope Francis insists that the Church cannot hide
abuse, no matter where it occurs, but instead must
serve as a model in its response to abuse – including
by shining a light on the issue of abuse in society and
in families.
As part of that response, the Church must also “offer
safe spaces for victims to be heard, supported
psychologically, and protected.”

Let us pray for those who have suffered because of
the wrongs done to them by members of the Church.
May they find within the Church herself a concrete
response to their pain and suffering.
______________________________________

Dublin Gospel Choir
Fund Raising Concert

Church of The Assumption, Howth
Saturday 1st April at 8.00pm

Proceeds in aid of GOAL’s relief efforts for
the Turkey / Syria earthquake disaster.
Tickets:
www.eventbrite.ie/e/night-of-soul-with-the-dublin-
gospel-choir-tickets-568735973607

http://www.eventbrite.ie/e/night-of-soul-with-the-dublin-gospel-choir-tickets-568735973607
http://www.eventbrite.ie/e/night-of-soul-with-the-dublin-gospel-choir-tickets-568735973607


Baldoyle Parish Lotto
Sunday 12th March

Jackpot €700
Numbers Drawn: 17, 20 , 23

No Winner

Sunday 19th March
JACKPOT

€800
Return completed envelopes to the safe at rear of church

Thank you for your support
______________________________________

Baldoyle Library free events

Library E-Services for Beginners
Thursday 23rd March 2pm – 4pm

Learn how to access our free e-services including
E-books and E-Magazines and online newspapers

Bring along your own device (Mobile phone, tablet or
laptop etc)

Adult Craft Workshop – Iris Paper Folding
Monday 20th March 10.30am

Learn a new craft, all materials are supplied
Genealogy Workshop

Tuesday 28th March 6.45pm

______________________________________

Do you enjoy a good sing-song? Do you like to sing,
play an instrument or recite poetry? Then come along
for this highly interactive music session to Baldoyle
Library on Saturday, March 25th, 3pm -4.30pm for the

twice monthly music session with The Lounge
Lizards. Participate or just come to listen. All are

welcome. Free event.
__________________________________________

Baldoyle Parish Team

Co.PP Fr. Peter O’Connor - Tel. 832 2060
Child Protection Officer : Mary Whelan - Tel. 839 3093

Baldoyle Parish Office: Mon-Fri 9.30 - 11.00am. Tel. 8324313
Parish Website: www.baldoyleparish.ie

email:info@baldoyleparish.ie

Newsletter: Items for inclusion to:
baldoyleparishnews@gmail.com

Mass Intentions for week commencing:
19th March

Church of SS Peter & Paul

Sunday: 10.00am (R.D) Paul Grimes, Leo Keogh,
Nancy McCullagh

Tuesday: 10.00am (R/D) Pat Morrissey, Cora Stafford,
Joan Ruxton

Thursday: 10.00am (R/D) Laura O’Connor, Jerry O’Flynn,
Cora Keane

Church of St. Laurence O’Toole

Sat. Vigil: 7.00pm (M/M) Pat Elizabeth Morrissey.
A) Rose Keenan, Margaret Herbert.

Pray for deceased members of the Herbert family
(R/D) John Kelly, Thomas McCabe,
Finola Finn

Sunday: 11.30am (M/M) Liam Brophy, Celestine Nolan
(A) Paddy Hanratty, Joe Cerasi.

Monday: 10.00am (R/D) Josie Donohoe, Michael Mahood,
Ann Dunne. Special Intention.

Wed.: 10.00am (R/D) Jimmy Flynn, Pat Cuddy, Mrs. Boyle

(A) Anniversary, (R/D) Recently Deceased, (M/M) Month’s Mind,
(B/R) Birthday Remembrance, (Rem) Remembrance.
______________________________________

PLEASE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Members of our community who died recently:-

Jayne Moran, Rita McLoughlin,
Bro. Morgan Felix Donnelly

Recently Deceased:- Patrick Keenan, Vincent Hogan,
Anniversaries:-Bernard Byrne, Helena Duffy, Sean Graves
Birthday Remembrance:-William (Billy) Clarke
____________________________________

B.E. - BEGINNING EXPERIENCE

B.E. is a support group for those coping with the pain of loss of
their life partner, through Death, Separation or Divorce. Do you
find that you need more support than family and friends can

provide? Seeking help is a sign of strength and self-knowledge
not weakness. This is a healing ministry, which helps to resolve
the grief that goes with the end of a marriage or relationship. A
team, who are themselves widowed, separated or divorced

share their experiences with you.
Next Coping with Life Alone Programme will take place on
Saturday 1st April 2023 in Carmelite Community Centre, 56

Aungier St, Dublin 2. D02 T258
Next residential Programme will take place in Avila

Carmelite Centre Donnybrook, Morehampton Road Dublin 4.
For further information phone Dublin Team
086 0877379 or email bedublin@gmail.com

http://www.baldoyleparish.ie
mailto:info@baldoyleparish.ie

